
New Eagle PTO Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Date:  Wednesday, November 14, 2018   Location:  Teacher’s Lounge 

Time:   9:00 am 

 

Attendees:  Bryn Arata, President;  Susie Geib, Executive VP;  Meredith Gibson, VP of Fundraising;  Karyn 

Norton, VP of Fundraising;  Stephanie Crill, VP of Volunteers;  Tiff Roibu, Assistant VP of Volunteers;  

Julie Barnes, Treasurer;  Amy Terlecki, VP of Cultural Arts;  Shima Briggs, Assistant Treasurer;  Julie 

Reiter, Website Liaison;  Kim Kontes, Secretary;  Sherry Han,  Dr. Gately, Principal 

 

New Business: 

 

1. Gift to School-  The idea of a Gaga Pit was discussed at the meeting as a Gift to School.  This idea 

had been discussed last year as well.  Although many are in favor of the idea, some concerns 

about the Gaga Pit include needing extra coverage to monitor the area while in use, how 

drainage would work if this were a permanent structure and where the structure would be 

located on the school grounds.  We have $7,500 in our budget for our Gift to School.  Mrs. 

Fletcher, who has been in communication about a Gaga Pit because she has knowledge of the 

installation process at her son’s elementary school, shared that the cost was $8,500 when it was 

installed there.  We also discussed where the Gaga Pit could be located and if it would be a 

permanent or mobile pit.  The School Facilities Department would need to be contacted 

regarding some questions about the installation process.   

We discussed what options there are for a Plan B for a gift if this would be too expensive or not 

work for other reasons.  (additional iPads or technology for school) 

 

2. Email Fundraising Campaign-  The Valley Forge Middle School PTO sent an email recently to 

parents about donating to school.    We will use this as a template and send out an email to New 

Eagle parents about donating if they have not and would like to donate to our school.  Our 

donations are currently lower than last year at this point. 

 

3. MoJo Fundraiser-  Laura Yankoskie is heading this fundraiser.  She is interested in holding a 

dance class with another instructor and charging $10-$15 to participate.  The tentative date for 

this event would be January 9th.  Adults are welcome to this event, and all proceeds would go 

back to New Eagle. 

 

 



Principal’s Report- Dr. Gately: 

 

1. We discussed details and options for a Gaga Pit.  If the Gaga Pit would not be a viable option this 

year, alternate ideas for a gift include additional iPads for the classroom and/or the purchase of 

virtual reality kits for learning. 

2. Dr. Gately discussed how our school events this fall were awesome and how fun these events 

are for the students.  He thanked the PTO for all that they do. 

3. Parent conferences are coming up for our school. 

4. The Girl Scouts Regional Director reached out to him to see how the Girl Scouts could get more 

involved with New Eagle.   

5. Lisa Corcoran reached out to Dr. Gately about holding a Parenting Seminar at New Eagle.   

 

Teacher’s Report- Mrs. Kissinger:  None 

 

Executive VP- Susie Geib:  Miss Kelly requested an Apple Grant for a robot for her Coding Club.  The 

grant of $209.99 was approved at the meeting. 

 

VP of Fundraising- Meredith Gibson:   

 

1. Trunk or Treat raised about $3,300. 

2. Spirit Wear had $975 in sales. 

3. We do not have a total raised for our LaCabra Night yet, but about 60 people attended on a 

very rainy night.  LaCabra would like to hold more events like this with us. 

4. Parent Social-  We need volunteers to help run this event.  Last year’s Parent Social raised 

$17,000.   

 

VP of Fundraising- Karyn Norton: 

 

1. The Scholastic Book Fair was a success and raised $3,440.  We are looking at holding next 

year’s Book Fair the week of October 11-18, 2019. 

2. The Fourth Grade Bake Sale raised $587 on Election Day. 

3. The School Store has raised $723.81 so far this school year. 

4. Karyn will send out information regarding the Fourth Grade run Movie Night for school 

soon. 

 



 

 

VP of Programming- Colby Paul: 

 

1. December 4th is our Day of Giving.  Amiee Quinn is leading this day. 

2. The November Food Drive is coming up.  Colby will send out a reminder in the blast that our 

collection will support the Chester County Food Bank. 

 

 VP of Volunteers- Stephanie Crill:   

 

1. The classroom parties for Halloween were successful. 

2. We will be providing snacks for the teachers on their full conference day. 

3. Our Staff Appreciation Breakfast will be held on December 14th. 

 

VP of Cultural Arts- Amy Terlecki:  The Franklin Institute Weather Event will be held on December 14th 

for First Grade. 

 

Treasurer- Julie Barnes:  The Friends of the PTO has raised $14,000 this year.  We are $5,000 short from 

where we were last year with donations. 

 

Secretary- Kim Kontes:  None 

 

Sherry Han asked to speak at the meeting.  She was familiar with Kindergarten and  First Grade coming 

home with access to  Raz Kids for reading in the past, and she would like to find out if Second Grade 

could have access to Raz Kids as well, or at least provide it to students who could benefit from it.  Dr. 

Gately was going to investigate this further. 

 

Next Meeting:  Wednesday, December 12th, 9:00 am, in the Teacher’s Lounge. 

 

 

 

 



 


